
Expression of Interest  
Newcastle Nippers Carnival Competitors 
Local / Branch Championships and State 
Championships 
 
Newcastle Nippers 2012/13 interested in competing at Carnival Level this season 
are asked to register their intentions for the upcoming season. With an increased 
number Nippers interested in Carnival competition we need to establish a plan 
forward to ensure the Nippers that are keen and capable can compete at this 
level. Nominations will be taken over the first 4 weeks of the season for Branch 
and State Titles. Whilst I understand this is early to be doing this it is extremely 
important and necessary for a number of reasons. 
 
As a small club we have a limited number of officials for carnival duties. A ratio of 
1 official per 4 competitors applies at State Level and 1:8 at Branch Titles 
and Carnivals.  
 
This means at current official levels we can have around 4 - 8 kids competing at 
the State Titles at Swansea Belmont and around 8 - 16 kids at Branch. Last 
season we had 32 kids compete at Branch which was fantastic but we relied on 
officials from the senior club ranks to cover our numbers. These generous 
volunteers from the senior club have adult children who were Nippers so 
therefore understand the system. They gave their time so your kids could 
compete! It is time that as competitors’ parents we take responsibility for the 
officialling so our kids can compete.  
 

WE WILL NOT BE ASKING SENIOR CLUB OFFICIALS TO 
COVER FOR NIPPERS.  
 
Branch is conducting a Level 1 Officials course on the 9/10/2013. This 
course runs over 2 consecutive Monday nights and will allow your child the 
opportunity to compete at carnivals throughout the season. The more officials we 
have the easier it is to share the time around. To be an official you do not need to 
be surf proficient or know all the rules of competition. If you can count, read, or 
write you are able to be an official. Race recorders, finish judges, and marshals 
are only but a few of the jobs that can be done.  
 

IT IS NOT HARD OR TIME CONSUMING. BUT IT IS 
NECESSARY.  
 
At carnivals we currently rely on a small (and familiar) band of experienced 
people to Age Manage, Team Manage, Coach and Official. Tara, Woody, Jed 
and I cannot be everywhere at once. Please help us to help your Nipper by 



Volunteering to official so our experience can be utilized for the benefit of our 
competitors. Our time spent judging and recording other clubs kids prevents us 
from helping our Newcastle Nippers! I am aware people have other children that 
need to be catered for (I have 3 kids), but if there are 2 parents on the beach 1 
can help the club and 1 can be with non competing children. I am aware this 
sounds harsh but we need HELP desperately so our current officials don’t burn 
out and leave altogether. 

 

NO OFFICIALS = NO COMPETITION 
 
If you think that your Nipper will be attending Branch / State Titles please fill out 
the following form and submit to Tara Neal by week 4 of Nippers Sunday 
28/10/12. This is NOT your child’s entry it is just a register so we can begin 
planning for the events.  
 
Entries will be called for and finalized by 16/12/12. 
 
If you can volunteer to official please let Tara know today or by Nipper 
Proficiency day 1 on Sunday 09/09/12 as we need to submit names to Hunter 
SLS. 
 
Please tick box or boxes 
 
My Nipper ………………………………………… would like to compete at 
 
 
O Local Carnivals (eg. Swansea Belmont, Fingal, Stockton.) 
 
 
O Branch Championships Caves Beach 
 
 
O State Championships Umina Beach 
 
 
I am aware of the need for officials to allow my child to compete. If there are not 
enough officials I am aware my child may not be able to compete at the above 
chosen carnival/s. 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………… (Parent/guardian) 
 
 
O I would like to attend the Level 1 officials course at Hunter SLS and assist 

Newcastle Nippers. 
 
Signed………………………………   Print……………………………….   


